[Current epidemiology of tuberculosis in Germany].
In addition to malaria and HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis (TB) is one of the world's most important infectious diseases. Also in Germany tuberculosis still remains a relevant public health problem that needs special attention. This article provides an overview of the tuberculosis epidemiology in Germany with emphasis on drug resistance and population groups that are predominantly affected. Based on surveillance data provided in the notification system, the TB-situation in Germany is presented-particularly with respect to drug resistance, origin of patients (country of birth and nationality) and treatment outcome. Since 2009, the continuous decline in case numbers has slowed down and is now stagnating as observed in several other industrialized nations. Since 2007, the proportion of foreign-born patients has continuously increased and accounts for over half of all cases registered in Germany. Special attention deserves the current drug resistance situation: With a proportion of 3.4% in 2013, multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) has increased significantly compared to the previous year (2.1%) and the rate is therefore higher than in many other European low-incidence countries. Particularly high levels of MDR-TB were observed among foreign-born patients originating from a former Soviet Union country. On average, treatment success was observed in 79% of the cases. Thus, Germany does not reach the WHO target of 85% treatment success. Stagnating case numbers together with the observed drug resistance trend clearly indicate the need for continued efforts in tuberculosis control in Germany including focused strategies for the most affected population groups.